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Research and extension: beyond teaching

Special
section

F ounded in 1960, the Universi-
dade Federal de Santa Catarina 
(UFSC) is considered the 6th best 
Brazilian University according to 
the Ranking Universitário Folha 

(RUF) of 2018. Today, about 50 thousand 
people are involved with UFSC ś commu-
nities, including students, professors and 
employees. Public, free and of quality,   
Santa Catariná s best higher education 
institution aims to produce knowledge to 
form citizens and meet the needs of the 
society. In this special section, we show 
you in numbers how the university is im-
portant, for people inside and outside it.

D espite what many people  
believe, public universities 
are not there just to provide 
education, their responsibi-
lity goes beyond issuing de-

grees. The pillars of public higher educa-
tion institutions in Brazil can be described 
in three words: Teaching, Research and 
Extension. Each of these bases is inde-
pendent, but they are all interconnected 
and must be treated with the same weight. 

In two decades, the availability of places grew 73%, going from 3,802 to 6,575. There was a rise  of undergraduate courses from 49 to 92, an increase equivalent to 87%

Teaching is the best known pillar. Responsible for 
classes, exams and scores of any graduation course. 
The goal is to train people capable of exercising not only 
professional activities, but citizenship. All actions are 
approved by the Law of Diretrizes e Bases da Educação, 
valid nationally, and by the Projeto Pedagógico, which 
varies depending on the institution. At UFSC, Teaching 
also covers the Núcleo de Desenvolvimento Infantil, the 
Colégio de Aplicação and the Basic education programs 
(kindergarten, elementary and high school).

Another basis of the university tripod is Research, 
which aims to encourage, generate and share knowle-
dge to help and improve the development of society. 
Everyone can do it: from undergraduate students in 
Scientific Initiation to professors in academic resear-

ch, through master’s and post-graduate doctorates. 
The idea is to promote innovation in different areas, 
whether of human sciences, technology or even busi-
ness incubation by the university.

Last but not least Extension, which is a direct 
link between universities and the community. Law 
9394/96 says that higher education must “promote 
Extension, open to the participation of the population, 
aiming at the diffusion of achievements and benefits”. 
That means  that it is the responsibility of universities 
to integrate their activities with society. It is because 
of this important pillar that the community service pro-
jects offered by UFSC are possible: the school-clinic, 
the Psychological Service, provision of legal assistance 
in different areas of practice, among other services.

Joinville
Courses: 8
Students: 1.654
Founded in: 2008

On campus Post Graduate
11.049 students, 75 courses
Since 1969

Courses: 5
Students: 1.025
Founded in: 2013

E-learning (EaD) Undergraduate 
1.488 students, 10 courses
Since 2006

Courses: 3
Students: 1.034
Founded in: 2008

E-learning (EaD) Post Graduate 
305 students, 2 courses
Since 2011

Courses: 71
Students: 22.912
Founded in: 1960

On campus Undergraduate
27.815 students, 92 courses
Since 1960

Courses: 5
Students: 1.190
Founded in: 2008

Colégio de Aplicação
1.208 students: 230 Kindergarten, 
701 Elementary School and 277 High School
Since 1961

Blumenau

Curitibanos

Florianópolis

Araranguá

Number of places and undergraduate courses offered in the last 20 years

Number of students per campus and postgraduate alumni

3.802 places 

in 49 courses

4.095 places 

in 54 courses

3.890 places 

in 49 courses 5.991 places 

in 75 courses

6.511 places 

in 92 courses

3.842 places 

in 49 courses 6.021 places 

in 71 courses

3.920 places 

in 51 courses 6.511 places 

in 80 courses

6.541 places 

in 92 courses

3.802 places 

in 49 courses
4.581 places 

in 65 courses

3.920 places 

in 50 courses 6.030 places 

in 75 courses

6.541 places 

in 92 courses

3.880 places 

in 49 courses 5.581 places 

in 73 courses

3.920 places 

in 51 courses 6.511 places 

in 87 courses

6.575 places 

in 92 courses
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Post Graduate degrees

41.865 students

43.203

enrolled in Basic education, Undergraduate and Post Graduate courses
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In Higher education: 2.320
In Basic education: 121
Substitutes: 178

Senior (E): 1.118
Junior (C-D): 1.952
Support (A-B): 124

Undergraduate: 29.303
Post-Graduate: 11.354

Doctoral: 2.200  
Masteŕ s: 200
Specialized Undergrad.: 41

Researchers: 4.356
Students: 6.445
Technicians: 312
International collab.: 176

Florianópolis: 548
Araranguá: 20
Blumenau: 28
Curitibanos: 29
Joinville: 14 

HU
University 
Hospital

Students

Professors

Technical-administrative body

BU
University 
Library

RU
University 
Restaurant 

Nutrition
•	 + 1.800 consults offe-

red to the community
•	 Specialized care in 

cases of epilepsy, 
diabetes, childhood 
obesity, allergies, etc.

•	 206 UFSC students, 
studying abroad

•	 400 international 
students, studying at 
UFSC

Language courses 
•	 12 languages offered
•	 178 groups
•	 Different levels
•	 Proficiency exams 

per week for 6 
languages

Psychology
•	 3.798 free consults 

(2017-2018) for 1.758 
people

•	 + 200 extension 
actions for more than 
7.000 people

Basic Education: 1.208 

Professors degree levelDistribution

Higher Education:40.657 

Legal assistance
•	 + 200 lawsuits
•	 + 260 hearings
•	 + 1.500 legal 

assistance services

Dental care
•	 + 1.500 appoint-

ments
•	 5.777 prophylaxis 

treatments
•	 6.700 x-rays

Physical activities
•	 62 modalities
•	 2.074 openings to 

the public

Services to the community in Extension projects

Other numbers

International

TeachingResearch

ServicesPeople

•	 Average of 7.585 meals per day divided in 5 loca-
tions: Florianópolis (Trindade and Centro de Ciên-
cias Agrárias), Araranguá, Curitibanos and Joinville

•	 48% of students have lunch or dinner at the RU
•	 R$ 1,50 is the price students pay for the meal

•	 56% from public schools
•	 64% from private schools 
•	 199 individuals with disabilities

In the last year, the HU was responsible for:
•	 101.822 outpatient care services
•	 56.417 emergencies answered
•	 9.174 hospitalizations
•	 7.682 outpatient surgical procedures
•	 3.386 procedures in surgical center
•	 2.336 childbirths assisted
•	 2.383 babies born
•	 662,2 liters of blood donated

Administration:
The UFSC rectory 
building is located at 
Florianópolis campus

The central library and 10 annexes register:
•	 458.394 books
•	 374.359 newspapers
•	 26.245 e-books 
•	 38.372 theses and dissertations 
•	 3.059.899 downloads at the newspaper portal
•	 5.510 visitors per day 
•	 390.431 books lent out per year
•	 1.650 books lent out in average per day
•	 +70 events promoted by the BU in 2018

178.481
medical attentions in 2018

41.865

2.619

3.194 858.998
items stored in the library340 

links with 
international 
institutions

2.768.531
meals served in 2018

11.289
people involved

639
laboratories

Africa:
6 universities

Central America
7 universities

Europe:
215 universities

Oceania:
7 universities

North America
38 universities

South America
56 universities

Asia:
11 universities

Kindergarten: 230
Elementary School: 701
High School: 277

In 2018, researchers 
were responsible for: 
•	 17.496 scientific 

productions in total
•	 2.785 research 

projects
•	 624 research groups
•	 609 partner 

institutions

•	 11 centers
•	 75 departments
•	 48 institutes and 

study groups
•	 1.960 monitors, 

scholarship holders 
and volunteers

•	 10.237 internships 
offered

•	 198 EaD tutors
•	 36 EaD professors
•	 20 EaD centers

Besides the Technical- 
administrative body, 
UFSC counts with:
•	 1.100 outsourced 

workers
•	 312 cleaning and 

maintenance workers
•	 200 security service
•	 365 service 

agreements

Find out some facts about what UFSC means to our society

Extension
21.850 
Extension actions

In addition to the services 
to the community, in 2018 
UFSC had: 
•	 72.958 certificates of participation issued
•	 177 thousand people involved in cultural 

projects
•	 280 cultural and scientific events via DAC
•	 242 thousand people attending those events
•	 3 fortresses managed by UFSC
•	 184.200 visits to the fortresses in 2018
•	 1,3 million people impacted by the Núcleo de 

Estudos Açorianos in 40 counties of SC

ACERVO UFSC
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